Foreword by ADAM FOX

THE WORKS OF JOHN DONNED both verse and prose,
seem to gain more and more admiration, falsifying
completely the prophecy of his friend Ben Jonson who
thought them too obscure to survive, And this may
have come about in part because Donne's lines of thought
were in advance of his age, and so what was strange to
hi$ contemporaries may be less strange to us, But partly
no doubt it is because at the present time a large nurn*
ber of people have become habituated to reading poetry
that they do not understand) though they do profess
to enjoy it. They do not boggle at all therefore at
what is merely a bit difficult. At any rate whatever the
cause, there is an increasing demand for Donne's works.